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Capt. Henry J. Dickerson was born in Maryland, but 
came to Savannah at age 19 as a sailor. He soon became the 
owner of a small ship which led to the purchase of more ships. 
He was one of the first persons in Savannah to become involved 
in stevedoring on a large scale, Capt. Dickerson also became 
involved with some banking activities. He married Miss Margaret 
Drummond of Savannah and they had several children. His second 
wife was Mrs. Emma Dawson, a widow. Capt. Dickerson died at his 
home in Savannah in 1883. 
This short biography does not give Capt. Dickerson 
the coverage that he deserves. He was a very active and in­
telligent man and deserves much more than I have had time to 
do. I did not have enough time to do what I really wanted with 
the life Story of Capt. Dickerson. I hope to keep adding 
information to this biography and someday give Capt, Dickerson 
his due. 
Henry James Dickerson was born December 5, 1813 
in Somerset County, Maryland. At an early age, Dickerson be­
came a sailor and at age 19, he arrived in Savannah on board 
a small packet sloop from Baltimore. Because of his frugal 
habits, young Dickerson was able to purchase a small craft, 
1 
which grew into a large fleet of vessels. 
On January 9,18 34, Henry J. Dickerson and Miss 
2 
Margaret Ann Drummond of Savannah were married. In approxi­
mately 1835, the Dickersons had their first child, a son, Wil­
liam H. Dickerson. A daughter, Margaret Jane, was born to the 
Dickersons about 1838. She was followed by George Washington 
Dickerson in 1840 or 1841, who was followed by Elizabeth L. 
in 1842. Amanda Ann Dickerson was born about 1845 and was fol-
lowed by Marie Eugenia in 1849.3 Alfred J. Dickerson was born 
August 23, 1.854, but died of lockjaw 10 days later and was 
buried in the new Laurel Grove Cemetery." In 1859 Clifford 
Watson Dickerson was born and he died suddenly on January 1, 
1861.5 
luDeath of Capt. Henry James Dickerson," Savannah Morn 
in^News, 26 June 1883, p.H, col. 2. 
2"Marra.ige Records and Abstracts of Chatham Co., Georgia, 
-1850.w 
3 \j Tackson, Gary R. Teeples, David Schaefernuy, 
ed.'s, index^j of Georgia, (Utah: Accelerate 
Indexing Systems.) 
^Deaths, Daily Morning News, 4 Sept. 1854 p.2 col. 2. 
5Deaths, Daily Morning News, 3 Jan. 1861 p.2 col.3. 
In 1848, Capt. Dickerson purchased Lot 1, Tything 
4, Anson Ward in Savannah from the estate of William Parker, 
1 which later became the location of his residence. In October, 
1851, the JOHN W. ANDERSON, a schooner built for Capt. Dicker-
son was launched in Baltimore. She weighed 110 tons loaded 
and was said to be one of the most beautiful ships afloat. 
During the Civil War, the JOHN W. ANDERSON and several other 
crafts belonging to Capt. Dickerson were scuttled in Savannah's 
2 
harbor to prevent the Federal Fleet from entering the city. 
3 
Capt. Dickerson also served in his community Fire Department, 
Capt. was elected to serve as Harbor Master for the city of 
Savannah by the city council in 1852 .4 
1853 and 1854 appear to have been disasterous years 
for Capt, Dickerson. On April 14, 185 3 , the captain and a 
crew member of Dickerson's schooner LEOPOLD 0'DONNELL were 
washed overboard during a squall.5 Later that year, the MARY 
ANN ran aground in St. Andrew's Sound with 1000 bushels of 
rice on board. The ship was a total loss. In 1851 the THOMAS 
WRIGHT ran aground off of Ossabaw Island and a portion of the 
. 7 
cargo was lost with the ship. 
•^Chatham County Deed Book 3F, Folio 57. 
2WPA Proj ect3724, Annals of Savannah, 1851 newspaper 
Index, pp.175 and 180. 
3Daily Morning News, 18 November 1853, p.2 col.l 
4Ibid. , 6 January 185 2, p.2 col.l 
5ibid. , 21 April 1853 p.l col.182 
6ibid. , 24 October 1853 p.l col. 1. 
?Ibid., 27-30 May 1854 
In April, 1857 Capt, Dickerson acquired the steam 
tug UNCLE SAM, which appears to be his first steam powered 
vessel. The tug was jointly owned by H,J, Dickerson and Joshua 
Eddows. 
On July 1, 1857, Margaret J, Dickerson and George 
Sutcliffe of England were married at Christ Church in Savannah, 
Their marraige ended November 1, 1875 with the death of George 
Sutcliffe. Margaret died the 7th of December 1879,3 
In the year 1859 , H.J, Dickerson and William H, Dick-r 
erson formed H.J. Dickerson and Son, which owned a fleet of 
vessels and a stevedoring firm. In September, they announced 
the launching of the S.S. ROBERT HABERSHAM. ̂ In August, 186 3 
the ROBERT HABERSHAM, which had been leased to the Confederate 
5 government, was destroyed when it's boiler exploded. The 
0 
firm of H.J. Dickerson and Son was dissolved June 1, 1861. 
William H. Dickerson and Carrie Foulkes were mar-. 
7 
ried on August 30, 1861 in Savannah. During September of '61 
William enlisted in the Confederate Army. He lost two fingers 
at the battle of Seven Pines in Virginia. He was captured and 
^Daily Morning News, 13 April 1857 , p.2 col.2. 
2Paily Morning News, 7 July 1857 , p.2 col.5. 
3W P.A. Project 465-34-3-148, Index to - Keeper's Records 
of Laurel Grove Cemetery. 
^Daily Morning News, 1 September 1859 
5Ibid. , 4 August 1863 
6Ibid. , 3 October 1861 p.2 col.3, 
7Marraige Records and Abstracts of Chatham Co., Georgia, 
1 8 51 -1 8 6 6and Daily ""Morning News 10 September 1861, p. 2 col. 1. 
at the end of the war, he was paroled,1 After the War, he 
started his own fleet. W.H. Dickerson died in Milledgeville, 
Georgia on August 2 6, 18 7 3 and was buried in Laurel Grove Cem-
3 
etery in his family vault. 
George Washington Dickerson served in the Oglethorpe 
Light Infantry and fought at the battle of Manassas, He later 
transferred to the Artillery and became a lieutenant. He be-
came disabled and resigned January 6 , 1863, He died at his 
father's home in Savannah on February 14, 1869 , He rests in 
5 
Laurel Grove Cemetery. 
During the Civil War, Capt. Dickerson was an agent 
for the Savannah Manufacturing Company, which at first sold 
salt, but by 18 6 3 they sold oil, turpentine and salt. Through­
out the War, he helped the government with the use of his ships. 
In 1863 he purchased the JEFF DAVIS, a steamer, for the special 
purpose of privateering. When the Union Army took Savannah, 
the JEFF DAVIS was captured and later became the: ship that 
delivered the first U.S. mail to Augusta, Georia.7 Capt. Dick­
erson also ser/ed on the committee to organize the arms bear. 
1Lillian Henderson, comp., Roster of the Confederate 
Soldiers of Georgia, 1861-1865 ,vol.HT^eorgia; Lbhgins 6 
Porter) 1960. 
2 Daily News Herald, 26 May 1866 . 
3o,,,,nnah Morning News, 28 August 1873 and W.P.A. 
Project #465^34^3-148 Index to Keepers Records of Laurel Grove 
Cemetery. 
^Henderson, Roster of Conf. Sol. of Ga. Vol.1 
5WPA Project #465- 34-3-148, IND. to Laurel Grove. 
5DMN, 21 December 1861 p.2 col.l. and 1 January 1863 p.3 col.3 
7DMN, 2 3 January 186 3 , p. 2 col.4. 
Savannah Daily Herald 19 June 1865. 
ing citizens of the city of Savannah.1 
Tragically, Mrs. Margaret Dickerson died at her 
home on the corner of York and Abercorn streets on May 20 , 1863 . 
Funeral services were held at St. John's Episcopal Church on 
May 21, 1863. She was lain to rest in the family vault in 
2 
Laurel Grove Cemetery. 
Elizabeth L. Dickerson and Major Arthur Shaaf, of 
Georgetown, Washington, D.C., were married August 18, 1863 at 
St. John's Episcopal Church.^ They later had a son who appears 
to have been a favorite of Capt. Dickerson.4 Mrs. Shaaf died 
5 
March 22 , 1870 and Major Shaaf died on July 8, 1874. 
A marraige took place in Wilkinson county, Georgia 
in February, 1864 between Capt. Dickerson and Mrs. Emma A. 
Dawson, a widow. According to their Marraige Agreement, Mrs. 
Dawson gave all of her lands to Capt. Dickerson, which he 
immediately sold for $105,000. In exchange, Capt. Dickerson 
gave Mrs. Dawson 55 slaves, a lot on York street on which^his 
home was built, and 1600 acres of land near the Railroad, .v-
Capt. Dickerson appears to have gotten the better part of this 
arrangement. After the war the slaves were freed and in 1865 
1Daily Morning News, 5 August 1863, 
2WPA Project #465-34-3-148, Ind. to Laurel Grove. 
3Marraige Records and Abstracts of Chat._Co., Ga., 
1851-1866. 
4Win of H.J. Dickerson, Chatham County Probate Court. 
5WPA Project #465-34-3-148 , Ind^ to Laurel Gr^ve. 
^Chatham County Deed Book, 3W, Folio 504. 
Capt. Dickerson sold the lot on York Street for $20 ,000 "'"and 
bought it back in 1868 as his personal property. Immediately 
following the sale of the lot, H.J. Dickerson and Co. was formed 
3 by Capt. Dickerson, T.A. Goodwin, and N.B. Brown. 
On April 13, 1864, Amanda A. Dickerson and Hugh 
Waddell, Jr. were married.^ In 1867 at a loss of $3000 , Capt. 
Dickerson sold Amanda and Hugh Waddell lh lots of land on the 
Northwest corner of South Broad (now Oglethorpe) and Abercorn 
streets.3 The Waddells were the cause of much controversy to 
Capt. Dickerson in his later years. At one point when Hugh 
was unemployed, Capt. Dickerson did not try to aid his daughter 
and son in law. Capt. Dickerson told Maj . A. Bonaud that he 
could send a few groceries to his daughter, but if anyone at 
0 
his house found out, he would catch hell. 
In 1866, Capt. Dickerson was elected to the Board 
of Managers of the Savannah Port Society. Also in this year, 
H.J. Dickerson S Co. added a steam hoist to their stevedoring 
operation at Lincoln and Habersham Streets. 
^Chatham Co. Deed Book, 3W - Folios-467 and 468. 
2Ibid., 4A- Folio-40. 
3Savannah Daily Herald, 21 August 1865, p.2 col.4. 
4Marraige Records and Abstracts of Chatham Co., Ga. , 
1851-18667" 
3Chatham Co. Deed Book, 3Z - Folio-229 . 
^Savannah Morning News, 6 June 18 84, p. 4 col.2. 
7Daily News Herald, 26 October 1866, p.3 col.l. and 
DNH, 28 December 1866. 
Marie E. Dickerson and Hamilton McDevitt Branch 
were married January 9 , 1867 .^ Branch had served in the same 
unit as George Dickerson in the Civil War and had a very im­
pressive record, ̂ He would have some interest in Capt. Dick­
erson's business and would become an executor to Capt. Dicker-
3 son's estate. 
During the 1870's, Capt. Dickerson built several 
houses on South Broad street to use as tenements.4 In 187 5 , 
along with such notables as Henry Blun and Raymond Demere, 
Capt. Dickerson applied for a charter for the Merchants and 
5 
Mechanics Mutual Loan Company. 
Capt. Dickerson met with a painful accident on 
River Street on August 27 , 1877 . He was riding in his buggy 
when his horse was frightened and the buggy collided with a 
truck. Capt. Dickerson was thrown against the truck, but he 
6 
only suffered a few cuts and bruises. 
In November, 1880 , H.J. Dickerson withdrew from 
the Stevedore's Association.7 About this same time, Capt. 
1Daily News Herald, 16 January 1867. 
Henderson, Roster of the Confederate Soldiers, of Ga. 
vol.I p. 92 5 . 
3Will of H.J. Dickerson,Chatham Co. Probate Court. 
^Savannah Morning News, 7 June 1892 8 12 August 1873 
p.3 col. 1 
^Xbid., 8 March 1875 p.l col.7. 
5Ibid., 28 August 1877 
7Ibid., H November 1880 
Dickerson and Jacob Paulsen formed the firm of Dickerson and 
Paulsen. Two years later H.J. Dickerson and Co. was dissolved 
and Capt. Dickerson retired from the stevedoring business. 
The firm of Dickerson and Paulsen continued and owned such firms 
as the Propeller Towboat Co. and the Savannah Dredging Co.1 
Capt. Henry Dickerson died at his residence on York 
and Abercorn streets on June 25 , 1883 . The cause of death 
was an aneurism of the brain. The body of Capt. Dickerson 
2 rests in his family vault in Laurel Grove Cemetery. 
Captain Dickerson's will provided that as long as 
she lived, Emma A. Dickerson would have a claim to his estate 
3 
ghe never remarried or moved from his home. At some point 
after 1886 , Emma disappears. She is no longer in the city 
directories and I can find no record of her death. Did she go 
away and get married? 
The bulk of Capt. Dickerson's estate appears to 
have been left to his grandson, Arthur Shaaf. The will gave 
him land, set up an income and also provided for his education. 
Amanda Waddell contested the will on the grounds 
that it was unfair. The will was allowed to enter probate 
5 
six months later. 
^Savannah Horning News, 26 June 1883, p.4 col.2. 
2Record of Death, Chatham Co. Health Department. 
3Will of H.J. Dickerson, Probate Court, Chatham Co. 
4Ibid. 
6SMN, 6 June 1884, p.4 col.2 and 9 January 1885 , p.4 
col.1. 
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